	Oher
Michael
Mississippi
OT
      M 6.3
5.

Last Name
First Name
College
Position
Final Grade
6050
306
5.16
19

	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	  7.0                                                                                  

	Q.A.B
7.0


Quick Feet
7.0
C.O.D.
7.0
Flexibility
6.5
Coordination
6.5
	Michael is an elite athlete for the offensive tackle position.  He has excellent feet which allow him to get out of his stance quickly and get downfield in a flash on pulls and combo blocks.  He uses his agility and ability to change directions to help him seal off in space.  While he gets out of his stance in a hurry, he does not always get into position immediately, which hurts his ability to perform reach blocks and forces him to rely on his quick foot shuffle to regain the edge from speed rushers.  He is more than capable of bending knees, sinking hips and playing with proper leverage, but when he gets out of position he has a bad habit of bending at the waist and reaching.  This also causes him to at times over run blocks out in the second level.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Toughness
6.5
Clutch Play
5.5
Production
5.5
Consistency
5.0
Team Player
6.5
Pride / Quit
6.5
	While Michael clearly has all of the physical tools to be an excellent left tackle in the NFL, his consistency is a major concern.  When he is playing with proper hand technique, leverage, and footwork, he shows that he can finish off blocks and bury his man into the ground.  However, when he can’t initiate the first punch he will at times stop his feet and reach, and he really seems to struggle re-directing to his right – Whoever drafts him would be wise to stick him at RT in training camp to help him learn how to shadow and shuffle to his right.  As opposed to drive blocking, he tends to get stand his man up, torque and toss him to the ground.  His effort level is never in question, although he needs to consistently attack with aggression, so that he can initiate contact and take advantage of his combination of athleticism and strength.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	5.0

	Learn / Retain
5.5
Inst/Reaction
5.0
Concentration
4.5
	He seems to have mental lapses throughout games with his footwork and shadow technique, and is beaten too often considering his gifts.  He struggles with proper technique on reach blocks, as although he is quick enough off the snap to get into position he does not get his head across the defender.  Seems to get confused on rips and spin moves to the inside, and sometimes struggles to diagnose his assignments in the second level.  Considering his background and on field inconsistencies, complex blitz schemes like Pittsburgh’s will be a huge issue for him.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Body Type
6.5
	Michael has excellent height and bulk that should help him maintain long term health in the NFL.  He demonstrates his strength when locked on his man, as he can easily set, torque, and toss his man to the ground.  While he can accelerate to get downfield in a hurry, he does not have the consistent powerful initial punch that teams look for.  He will need to learn how to consistently initiate contact with his man in order to knock his man off his initial line, forcing him to reset.

	Durability
6.5
	

	Explosion
6.0
	

	Play Strength
6.5
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	7.0
	FOOT AGILITY
	Covers a lot of ground with excellent feet
	Florida
LSU
Texas Tech

	225 REPS
23
VERTICAL JUMP
31
BROAD JUMP
8-7
20 SHUTTLE
4.60
60 SHUTTLE
DNP
3 CONE
7.82


	7.0
	INITIAL QUICKS
	First step to get out on pulls in a hurry
	
	

	6.5
	PLAY STRENGTH
	Once he locks on can manhandle opponent
	
	

	6.5
	RUN BLK IN-LINE
	Prefers to torque and turn instead of drive
	
	

	6.0
	RUN BLK IN SPACE
	Over runs blocks despite great feet
	
	

	6.0
	PASS PRO
	Struggles against rips and spins
	
	

	6.5
	QK- SET PASS PRO
	Out of stance and in position in a flash
	
	

	6.5
	SHUFFLE & SLIDE
	Must stay over feet while shuffling
	

	5.5
	PUNCH / HAND USE
	Doesn’t use hands to punch and shadow outside-in moves
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.0
	VS POWER RUSH
	Bad habit of standing up causes him to be pushed backward into QB
	SIZE
6.5
INITIAL QKS
6.5
PLAY STR.
6.5
COMPETES
6.5
PLAY SPEED
6.5
INSTINCTS
5.0

	6.5
	VS SPEED RUSH.
	Has foot quicks to beat man to edge
	

	5.0
	 ERRORS
	Beaten too easily and often to his inside gap
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Michael is a big, powerful kid who can manhandle and eliminate his man once locked on.  He has excellent feet which help him get out of his stance and to the edge on speed rushers, and downfield on pulls and combo blocks to the second level.  He demonstrates the ability to bend his knees and sink his hips to absorb and neutralize bull rushes.  As long as he maintains proper leverage he can slide out to the edge with ease to stop quick defenders.  He is a very competitive blocker who likes to finish his man off.
	He has way too many gaffes in every game.  Re-directing to his right seems to be the biggest problem, as his footwork breaks down and he can’t get his hands on his man to either punch or shadow.  While he sets quickly, he again does not initiate contact consistently and allows the defender to dictate the play.  He does not always locate his assignment well in space, and struggles to maintain blocks when he does not stay over his feet.  Must consistently bend his knees to maintain leverage and utilize a strong punch when drive blocking.

	SUMMARY

	Michael has had a well documented college career at Mississippi, and has become a sympathetic figure with the public in large part because of the book The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game by Michael Lewis, which follows in great detail Oher’s path from being alone on the streets as a child, to consideration as a top NFL talent.  Unfortunately the book may have done more harm than good to Michael’s draft status, as it raises huge red flags concerning not his character, but his mental attributes.  His on-field inconsistencies do nothing sway the skeptic, as he seems to have several mental lapses in every game.  He looks especially confused when pass rushers utilize aggressive spins and rips back to the inside, as although Michael clearly has the feet and athleticism to redirect, he is not able to shadow and maintain contact, and gets beaten regularly.  While he can get into space in a flash, he does not play with consistent leverage, and struggles to diagnose and attack defenders.  I also have to worry about his ability to dissect complex blitz schemes, as he will struggle to read and get into proper position quick enough to adjust to different looks.  Michael has all the physical talents you could ask for in a franchise left tackle, but teams must be very cautious about drafting him too high, as the mental side of the game looks to be a very difficult challenge for him.  I would not draft him in the first round, but a place like Philadelphia or Pittsburgh would be perfect for him, as he would be forced to learn and adjust quickly just to be able to hold up against his own team’s intricate defensive scheme in practice.


