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First Name
College
Position
Final Grade

6016                            254
4.53

	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	  6.5

	Q.A.B
6.5
Quick Feet
6.5
C.O.D.
6.0
Flexibility
6.5
Coordination
6.0
	For being such a big and physical player, Aaron is also a very good athlete.  He has plenty of speed to pursue sideline to sideline, and makes plays chasing backside.  He has the quick feet needed to adjust to running back changes of directions.  Although he generally plays at a good pad level, he will over run some plays when he attacks upright and too aggressively.  While he has the speed to consistently stay on his man’s hip in man coverage, he sometimes is a step late changing directions in zone coverage, and must work on cleaning up his back pedal and taking better drops.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	7.0

	Toughness
7.5
Clutch Play
7.0
Production
7.0
Consistency
6.5
Team Player
6.5
Pride / Quit
7.0
	Aaron was one of the players from this year’s class that I was lucky enough to see play in person, and seeing him live gave me the chance to see his intensity and leadership first hand.  His emotions ran high long before kickoff, and he lead his team out of the tunnel, and in a pre-game sideline speech.  His energy carries over into the game, as he really plays with aggression at the POA.  SAM backers must be able to consistently stack and shed TE blocks, but Curry doesn’t do this – he stacks and literally throws his man out of the way, also showing a great burst to close and make the play backside and deliver huge hits.  Rarely is a strong side backer as productive as he is, as he not only takes on and stuffs lead blockers but he finishes off more plays than most when he plays under control.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	 SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Learn / Retain
6.5
Inst/Reaction
6.5
Concentration
6.0
	He is quick to diagnose the play in the backfield and accelerates to the ball, and is excellent on backside containment.  He does struggle at times in zone coverage with his drops and transitions from pedal to chase, and seems to lose a step at times because of COD.  Aaron needs to work on not being overly aggressive to the LOS, as he has a tendency to overrun 1 or 2 tackles a game.  Must also use hands to defeat cut blocks.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Body Type
6.5
	While he measures a bit short, he has excellent bulk which when paired with his athleticism will allow him to play in any system.  He possesses an excellent closing burst, although he does not consistently get off the ball well enough to gain the edge on blitzes.  He is very strong at the POA, able to easily dispose of TE blocks.  He started every game for Wake the last three seasons and his thick frame should help him to maintain his health in the NFL as well.

	Durability
7.0
	

	Explosion
6.0
	

	Play Strength
7.0
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	7.0
	READ AND REACT
	Quickly diagnoses play and attacks aggressively
	Florida State
Clemson
Maryland

	225 REPS
25
VERTICAL JUMP
37
BROAD JUMP
10-4
20 SHUTTLE
4.51
60 SHUTTLE
11.35
3 CONE
7.16


	6.0
	INITIAL QUICKS
	Does not show explosive first step when blitzing
	
	

	7.0
	PLAY STRENGTH
	Plays stronger than many college DE’s
	
	

	6.5
	TACKLING
	Strikes violently and drives through man
	
	

	7.0
	SHED BLOCKER
	Consistently stacks TE at LOS
	
	

	7.0
	RUN AT HIM
	Fills hole and blows up lead blocker, drives runner backward
	
	

	6.5
	PURSIUT / RANGE
	Has foot quicks and speed to get to boundary
	
	

	7.0
	CLOSING BURST
	Explodes into runner, not allowing jukes
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	5.5
	ZONE COVERAGE
	Upright in pedal, slow on transition
	ATH. ABILITY
6.5
INITIAL QUICK
6.0
PLAY STR.
7.0
COMPETES
7.0
PLAY SPEED
6.5
INSTINCTS
6.5

	6.5
	M / M COVERAGE
	Reads assignment quickly and stays on his man’s hip
	

	6.0
	PASS RUSH ABIL.
	Must get off ball and learn hand usage to diversify his attack
	

	6.5
	 ERRORS
	Must maintain consistent pad level
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Aaron is a super aggressive linebacker who constantly makes highlight reel hits.  He has great athleticism to match his good size, which will allow him to play anywhere in a 4-3 or kick inside for a 3-4 scheme.  He is one of the best linebackers in recent memory in terms of shedding blocks, and consistently makes plays at the LOS.  He is very instinctive and attacks the backfield once he reads the play, demonstrating an excellent closing burst.
	He must learn to consistently play control on the front side, as he does not always bend at the knees and stay over his feet.  He has a choppy back pedal and struggles to flip his hips in coverage, when he is probably capable of better athletically.  Does not possess much in the way of pass rushing moves.

	SUMMARY

	Often post season awards are more media driven than a reflection of play on the field, but Aaron clearly deserved his Butkus award this year.  He has a rare combination of athleticism, strength and aggression, which allows him to make plays all over the field and in all situations.  He has very good speed which allows him to pursue in space, and when he breaks down properly he closes aggressively, driving through and crushing the ball carrier.  His athleticism and instincts also help him in man to man coverage, although he tends to be a step off in zone, and must work on taking proper drops to prevent plays over the top.  He will also need to hone his pass rushing skills, as he does not use his hands to set up rips and spins inside, and generally only tries to beat his man to the edge.  While he is capable of playing in any system, I would like to see him go to a base 4-3 team, as rarely do you find true playmakers at SAM linebacker.


