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244
4.72


	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	  5.5

	Q.A.B
5.5
Quick Feet
6.0
C.O.D.
5.5
Flexibility
6.0
Coordination
5.5
	Quicker than fast athlete who lacks the speed needed to get proper depth in cover 3 situations and stay with backs and TE’s in man coverage.  Against the run he plays with excellent knee bend and leverage, which helps him to break down in space and make open field tackles.  Looks uncomfortable and upright in his back pedal and struggles to change directions and accelerate out of his transitions.  

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Toughness
6.5
Clutch Play
6.0
Production
5.5
Consistency
6.0
Team Player
7.0
Pride / Quit
7.0
	James is very tough player who never seems to miss a down or show the affects of nagging bumps and bruises.  Although he was in on almost 1 of every 7 plays I charted, his production in college is deceiving.  He is often the last man in the pile and more importantly, is often driven clear off the LOS, which results in him making a large amount of his tackles 5+ yards downfield.  James struggles to take on and shed blocks as well, and does not make as many impact plays as the media would lead you to believe.  What plays he does make are often based on pure hustle, and he is clearly an illustration of leading by example on and off the field.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	 SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Learn / Retain
6.0
Inst/Reaction
6.5
Concentration
6.5
	Is very quick to read plays in front of him, almost too quick at times, as he will bite up on PA fakes and get himself into a position from which he can’t recover.  Does an especially nice job of getting to screens and swing passes out in the flats.  When rushing the passer relies on timing the snap, and must learn how to use his hands to keep blockers from locking on.  Struggles to defeat cut blocks.  

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	5.5

	Body Type
6.0
	Has decent measurables but looks shorter and thinner on film.  Never seems to get nicked up or come off the field.  Lacks the burst and acceleration to consistently get to the passer, but does close well on the runner while maintaining proper leverage.  Clearly lacks the strength needed to address blocks, simply can’t stack linemen at the POA.

	Durability
7.0
	

	Explosion
6.0
	

	Play Strength
5.0
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	6.0
	READ AND REACT
	Quick to diagnose but bites too often on PA
	Penn State 2007

Illinois 2007
LSU 2007
USC 2008
Minnesota 2008
Wisconsin 2008

Penn State 2008

Texas 2008
	225 REPS
22
VERTICAL JUMP
33
BROAD JUMP
9-7
20 SHUTTLE
4.18
60 SHUTTLE
DNP
3 CONE
6.81


	6.0
	INITIAL QUICKS
	Uses quicks to get into position, but lacks burst to threaten consistently as a pass rusher
	
	

	5.0
	PLAY STRENGTH
	Consistently jolted, knocked off balance at POA 
	
	

	6.5
	TACKLING
	Excellent leverage, wrap and drive
	
	

	5.0
	SHED BLOCKER
	Struggles to stack and shed, tries to run around blocks
	
	

	6.0
	RUN AT HIM
	When he fills hole he uses leverage to stand runner up at POA
	
	

	6.0
	PURSUIT / RANGE
	Makes plays with hustle, but lacks long speed
	
	

	6.5
	CLOSING BURST
	Consistently drives through runner, closes gap quickly
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	5.5
	ZONE COVERAGE
	Handles plays in front but struggles to get proper depth on drops
	ATH. ABILITY
6.0
INITIAL QUICK
6.0
PLAY STR.
5.0
COMPETES
6.5
PLAY SPEED
5.5
INSTINCTS
6.5

	5.5
	M / M COVERAGE
	Lacks the speed to stay on hip of RB’s and TE’s
	

	6.0
	PASS RUSH ABIL.
	Must use his hands better to fend off blockers
	

	5.5
	 ERRORS
	Really struggles in coverage, consistently gives up plays over the top
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Plays with a high motor and has enough quickness to get through the line clean at times when rushing the QB.  Textbook tackler, who consistently lowers his shoulder, wraps and drives through his man – rarely gives up ground to the ball carrier when he meets him in the hole.  Has a ton of experience under the spotlight and handles the attention well – High character player his teammates look to for leadership.
	Does not have the speed to get to the boundary or play man coverage.  Struggles to drop into zones, teams picked on him over the top.  Looks stiff in his pedal and hip flip.  Lacks the strength to take on blockers – struggles to shed and makes most of his plays well off the LOS.  Lacks burst to threaten as pass rusher

	SUMMARY

	While James has received a ton of publicity and accolades since returning an INT for TD in his first start as a sophomore against Texas, his film fails to live up to the hype.  While he has by all accounts handled the attention well, and clearly has excellent leadership skills, his is simply not as impactful a player as we are led to believe.  He is a somewhat limited athlete, struggling to make plays on the edge when his effort and hustle can’t get him there, and is a liability in pass defense.  Opposing teams were also able to take advantage of his inability to get off blocks as well, in particular against Illinois his junior season, where the Illini ran the last 9 minutes off the clock with a long series of inside runs.  Statistically he looks like a super productive linebacker, but so many of his tackles come well off the LOS, after the runner has picked up huge chunks of yardage.  He will probably be drafted much higher than I have him rated, but I question if he has the strength or athleticism to be a consistent starter in the NFL.


