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	Height
Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	  5.5

	Q.A.B
5.5
Quick Feet
5.5
C.O.D.
5.5
Flexibility
6.0
Coordination
5.5
	Dan plays with a good base and nice knee bend, but still struggles changing directions and moving laterally.  His timed speed is deceiving as he clearly does not have the game speed to chase down the line, and does not have the feet or agility necessary to sift through traffic.  Even with his base he is still very stiff, and tends to over-pursue and fails to adjust to get back into the play.  He struggles dropping into coverage, looking slow and choppy.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Toughness
5.5
Clutch Play
5.5
Production
5.5
Consistency
5.5
Team Player
6.5
Pride / Quit
6.5
	He is not near as aggressive at the POA as you would expect from a Penn State linebacker, as he does not consistently fill holes, and prefers to hide behind his linemen and run around blockers.  His numbers mask his true production, as he made a lot of his tackles off the LOS as plays came to him, and really did not make the impact plays teams demand out of their linebackers.  He had to play somewhat in the shadows of Paul Posluszny until this year, but clearly does not stack up against him in terms of aggression and big play ability.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	 SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Learn / Retain
5.5
Inst/Reaction
6.0
Concentration
6.0
	Dan really needs to focus on using his hands better to take on and shed blocks.  He misses reads in coverage and is slow to react.  His footwork is not very fluid in coverage either, often getting his hips turned, allowing TE’s and RB’s to beat him running simple routes.                

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	5.5

	Body Type
5.5
	Dan does not have the bulk of an NFL linebacker, nor does he have the athleticism to compensate.  He is often able to avoid contact with offensive linemen, which has allowed him to remain consistently healthy.  He flows to the ball but does not accelerate to attack the LOS or the ball carrier.  He is easily taken out by linemen blocking downfield.

	Durability
6.5
	

	Explosion
5.5
	

	Play Strength
5.5
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	6.0
	READ AND REACT
	Diagnoses in the backfield, flows to the ball
	Notre Dame
Michigan
Ohio State
Texas A&M
	225 REPS
21
VERTICAL JUMP
35
BROAD JUMP
9’7
20 SHUTTLE
4.25
10 SPEED
1.58
3 CONE
6.78


	6.0
	INITIAL QUICKS
	OK anticipation, does not attack LOS
	
	

	5.5
	PLAY STRENGTH
	Does not use hands or proper leverage
	
	

	6.0
	TACKLING
	Needs to accelerate through ball carrier
	
	

	5.0
	SHED BLOCKER
	Easily disposed of with first punch
	
	

	5.5
	RUN AT HIM
	Is not aggressive, does not fill gap
	
	

	6.0
	PURSUIT / RANGE
	Chases well but won’t have speed for NFL
	
	

	5.5
	CLOSING BURST
	Hesitates and misses tackles
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	5.5
	ZONE COVERAGE
	Does not take proper drops, locate receivers
	ATH. ABILITY
5.5
INITIAL QUICK
6.0
PLAY STR.
5.5
COMPETES
6.0
PLAY SPEED
5.5
INSTINCTS
6.0

	5.0
	M / M COVERAGE
	Gets turned around downfield
	

	5.5
	PASS RUSH ABIL.
	Must attack and fight with hands
	

	6.0
	 ERRORS
	Usually in good position
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Dan plays with a solid base that allows him to take runners head on and defeat them.  He has four years of starting experience from a school renowned for producing linebackers, and proved his durability throughout.  Played inside and outside while at Penn State.
	He does not make near as many plays as you would expect, and really needs to amp up the aggressiveness after making the jump to the NFL.  Does not use hands to shed blocks, and is very limited athletically – does not have the speed to pursue sideline to sideline.

	SUMMARY

	For all the hype he has received, Connor is one of the most disappointing players I have graded this year, as he clearly does not have the athleticism or aggressiveness to start at the next level, and is nowhere near the talent of his predecessor Posluszny, who many considered his equal.  I also think teams will have a difficult time figuring out where he will fit, as he is not athletic enough for a 4-3, and not big or physical enough for a 3-4.  He will undoubtedly be drafted much higher than I rate him, but he will need to improve his strength, aggressiveness, and coverage skills to see the field.


