2009 NFP Scouting Series: Georgia

For the rest of the summer, the National Football Post will be breaking down every team in the Football Bowl Subdivision (formerly known as Division I-A) to identify players who could warrant interest from NFL teams in the 2010 draft.

The Georgia Bulldogs offense featured a pair of first round picks in the 2009 NFL draft, however, it’s their defensive prospects that will garner the most attention in 2010. 

Here is our first look at the Bulldogs.

Offense

Joe Cox: No. 14, QB, 6-1, 210

A far more polished quarterback prospect then he is given credit for as he showcases good footwork and balance from the pocket. Displays a strong arm and has the zip to get the ball down the field. Looks most comfortable working off play action and does a nice job selling the play fake and quickly scanning the field. Showcases a high release point which helps negate his smaller stature and exhibits nice touch down the field.  Lacks experience and has only started one game during his time at Georgia.

Impression: It will be interesting to see how he handles to pressures of playing in the SEC this season, but he is a much more talented QB then given credit for.

Michael Moore: No. 82, WR, 6-2, 200

Has a quick first step out of his stance and gets into his routes quickly. Displays impressive burst for a guy his size and doesn’t lumber at all down the field. A coordinated athlete over the middle and adjusts well to the football, but isn’t a natural catcher. Is inconsistent with his hands and struggles plucking the ball away from his fame. Worked predominately out of the slot last year and does a nice job setting up corners and has the first step to run away from coverage. However, he gets a bit choppy with his footwork and isn’t real physical in any area of his game. 

Impression: Is still developing, but displays impressive burst and fluidity for his size, and is one of the better senior wide outs I have seen this year from the SEC. 

Defense

NOTE: Georgia DT Jeff Owens should be back to full strength this season after tearing his ACL in 2008. He was considered one of the nations top senior defensive tackles entering last year and is a guy to keep an eye out for in 2009.
Roderick Battle: No. 41, DE, 6-4, 265

Does a nice job saying home on miss-direction plays and showcases good overall instincts in his play. Lacks a great first step off the ball and doesn’t showcase much explosion to his game. Isn’t real flexible in his stance and doesn’t possess the closing speed to make plays down the line. Is a coordinated pass rusher whose hands and feet move in sync, does a nice job slipping blocks with his upper body then closing on the ball. However, he isn’t real physical at the point of attack and would much rather try to slip blocks then take them on. 

Impression: A coordinated athlete, but doesn’t display much burst or power to his game. 

Geno Atkins: No. 56, DT, 6-1, 290

Is quick off the snap and does a great job getting under offensive linemen and driving them into the backfield. Has a strong lower base and exhibits his natural leverage on the bull rush. Is at his best when asked to attack off offensive linemen’s shoulders and use his quickness and base strength to fight his way into the backfield. Displays good fluidity in space and has a sudden arm over move where he can make an offensive lineman over commit and blow by him inside. 

Lacks overall girth and will get washed out of run plays when taking on the double team at the point of attack. However, does a nice job on the move keeping his base low and working through the double on slide down blocks. Exhibits good length and extension, but struggles shedding blocks when linemen get their hands inside on him. Needs to do a better job using his hands to disengage. 

Impression: An explosive, penetrating tackle who is an ideal fit for a one-gap scheme. 

Kade Weston: 91, DT, 6-5, 325

Possesses the natural strength and girth to hold the point of attack and clog run lanes inside. However, he has a tendency to get too high off the snap and is even washed out of plays at times because he fails to play with proper pad level. Lacks quickness as a pass rusher and because of his high pad level struggles pushing the pocket and making his way into the backfield. Doesn’t make many plays away from his frame and looks content to be blocked at times. 

Impression: A potential nose tackle at the next level, but needs to learn to play with a more consistent pad level.  

Rennie Curran: No. 35, OLB, 5-11, 228

Showcases a great first step and makes his way toward the ball carrier like an absolute missile. Exhibits impressive range and deceivers a power pop as a tackler. Plays with natural leverage does a great job exploding through his hips and driving his legs on contact. Is very patient working his way through traffic. Displays the awareness to avoid blockers and cleanly make his way down the line. Does a nice job dropping his pad level on contact, but struggles shedding blocks once linemen get into his frame.

Is very fluid in his drop and does a nice job keeping his feet under him and getting in and out of his breaks. Changes directions cleanly and looks very comfortable in zone coverage. Exhibits good instincts in all areas of the game and consistently puts himself in position to make a play.

Impression: A run and hit linebacker with great range and a nose of the ball, may be limited to more of a cover-two scheme. 
Prince Miller: No. 23, CB, 5-8, 196

An undersized corner who showcases good toughness and physicality for his size. Takes great angles toward the football and showcases flawless technique as a wrap-up tackler. 

Opens up his hips way to early in his drop and gets caught flat footed when trying to get out of his breaks underneath.  However, he is very fluid in off-coverage and does a great job turning and running with receivers down the field. Exhibits a second gear and is very difficult to get behind. Plays a lot more physical then his frame would suggest and does a good job leaning into receivers to maintain inside position. 

Impression: A tough, fluid corner who is a bit raw in some areas, but has the makings of a potential slot guy at the next level.  

Bryan Evans: No. 3, FS, 5-11, 194

A former corner who showcases fluid footwork in his drop and can quickly change directions. Possesses the straight-line speed to get down the field and make plays sideline-to-sideline. But doesn’t displays a real nose for the ball and exhibits questionable instincts. Lacks a physical make-up to his game and isn’t a real jarring hitter on contact, more of a drag down guy. A decent wrap up tackler in space where he displays good patience and breaks down well, but struggles taking proper angles when asked to close on the football. 

Impression: A fluid safety with some range, but lacks the physicality and isn’t real decisive in the pass game. 

Reshad Jones: No. 9, SS, 6-2, 212

A tall, good-looking strong safety who displays a sudden first step out of his stance. Gets up to full speed quickly and does a good job taking proper angles toward the football. Is still a bit slow in his reads vs. the pass game and lacks the second gear to make up for it. His instincts are very spotty at times, but they should improve with added experience and maturity. He’s a physical hitter with a strong upper body, but needs to do a better job wrapping up instead of going for the knockout punch. However, he’s a very good last line defender who breaks down well and can wrap-up in space. 

Impression: A physically strapping safety with the skill set to develop into a real ballhawk if he can continue to mature mentally.

