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Mardracus Wade, a senior from Memphis, TN is continuing to impress coaches and scouts alike in the Tennessee high school scene, and also many Division 1 schools within his region that are looking to give him a scholarship offer.  Wade gives many coaches and players fits while on the court considering his ability to work well as a combo guard showing his ability to run the offense at the point with ease, or fade out to the wing as a 2-guard and hit the outside shot.  Wade's strengths consists of being an excellent defender, especially on-the-ball pressure while in a full-court press or half-court set.  During my interview with Wade, he mentions, “my strengths have to be my ability to defend others on a high level.  I pride myself by having good defense.”  Other strengths Wade posses is the ability to take his defenders off the dribble and penetrate the lane with ease with his above average speed.  Also, Wade has the ability to take his man baseline with a quick first step that allows him to get to the rim quickly where he is a great finisher.  His desire to improve his overall game not only as a SG, but also as a PG shows his athletic competitiveness, and the will to achieve in any situation he is put into.  With these skill sets, it's no wonder that Wade is considered to be an solid 3-star, to low 4-star recruit, according to many online scouting services.  Wade is even ranked as high as #18 nationally for the SG position nationally (Source: Scout.com).  


When I ask him what is the biggest asset you would bring to a D-1 program, Wade states, “I would bring a ton of energy to the team, not only on offense, but also on defense.  I am a natural leader, especially while on defense, I pride myself on that.  I would also bring the ability to use me as a SG or PG, which will give the coach more options when it comes to my abilities, or to give the coach more lineup options.  I believe I have the ability to run a team, and take them to a national championship.” I also asked him what he needs to work on during his last year of high school to solidify himself as a major prospect, “Mainly I need to work on my decision making with the ball, clock management, and also my ball handling skills, especially with my off-hand [left]” said Wade.  This correlates with many scouting reports that say he has many fundamentals to be a solid guard, but needs to develop a better sense of court recognition, basketball IQ, and the ability to make the mid-range jumper especially when he is isolated on the wing, and also when he is coming off ball screens.  Wade could also benefit from gaining muscle mass onto his small frame.  At 6'3, 165 lbs., he might have problems physically with other combo guards in his conference considering many combo guards are around the 190 to over 200 mark.  Ideally Wade should  put on about 20 lbs or so to continue to compete at a high level while at a division 1 program.


 Overall, with some fine tuning on his game, the continual improvement on his shooting abilities,  and his will to improve and succeed, Mardracus Wade could be a player to watch out for in the future in major conferences such as the SEC, BIG 12, A-10, etc., depending on what school he decides to attend.

Miscellaneous notes:  Currently participating in the Las Vegas Super 64 tournament with his AAU team, the M33M team that is currently sponsored by current Washington Wizards player Mike Miller.  Averaged 20.2 ppg., 5.0 rpg., 4.0 apg., & 3.0 spg as a junior for Mitchell High.  

Schools of Interest: Wade is not leaning one way or another for a specific school, “I want to keep my options open for now” said Wade.  Schools that are interested consist of Missouri, Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi State, Massachusetts, Ole Miss, Baylor.  All of which have extended scholarship offers (Source: Scout.com).

