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Weight
40 speed
Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	SECTION GRADE:
	7.0

	Q.A.B
7.0
Quick Feet
7.0
C.O.D.
6.5
Flexibility
6.5
Coordination
7.0
	Nate is an excellent athlete for the quarterback position, who is a constant scrambling threat, although he much prefers to use his feet to buy time to throw.  He excels at scrambling out of the pocket and resetting his feet and shoulders, and is very accurate on the run.  He has a quick, compact delivery that lets him get rid of the ball quickly and efficiently.  He shows the speed and open field running ability to make big plays when he does take off on the run, and when he decides to take off he quickly accelerates away from the defensive front 7 – Plays much faster than his timed speed.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Toughness
6.5
Clutch Play
6.5
Production
7.0
Consistency
7.0
Team Player
6.5
Pride / Quit
6.5
	His toughness was not only apparent in the MAC Championship game, which he played with the flu, but throughout the season by his willingness to stand tough in the pocket and deliver the ball accurately even when taking huge hits.  His production is aided by an excellent conversion rate, and his ability to be accurate on throws to all parts of the field, even when he could not stride into them properly or had to adjust his release based on defensive pressure.  He also demonstrated his commitment to the team on reverses, when he could be seen sprinting downfield to make key blocks.  

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Learn / Retain
6.0
Inst/Reaction
6.0
Concentration
5.5
	On the field Nate looks to be a smart kid as he generally reads defenses well and will throw the ball away when a play breaks down, but questions have come up about his off the field intelligence.  Correlated or not, he will need to show prowess when teams put him on the backboard, as the position demands the player be able to have full command of the offense and make solid decisions on the fly.  He had way too many concentration lapses that resulted in fumbles and other mishaps in key situations.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	SECTION GRADE:
	6.0

	Body Type
5.5
	He has below average height and looks thin on film, and will need to bulk up in order to withstand the punishment of the day to day punishment of the NFL.  Has small hands which hurt his ball security.  For not being the biggest guy he really has an excellent arm, showing he can make all the throws with zip and accuracy.  He is consistently willing to stand in the pocket and take punishment, and power forward to pick up key first downs with his legs.

	Durability
6.0
	

	Explosion
6.5
	

	Play Strength
6.0
	

	GDE
CATEGORY
COMMENTS DESCRIPTION
GAMES VIEWED
COMBINE NOTES

	6.5
	TECHNIQUE
	He has a quick release and generally good footwork
	N. Illinois

Miami (OH)
CMU
WMU
Buffalo
Tulsa

	225 REPS
DNP
VERTICAL JUMP
26.5
BROAD JUMP
8-3
20 SHUTTLE
DNP
60 SHUTTLE
DNP
3 CONE
DNP


	7.0
	ARM STRENGTH
	Nate has no problems with the difficult throws that require added zip
	
	

	7.0
	CONVERT %
	His ability to convert 3rd downs helped his offense execute long drives
	
	

	7.0
	2ND LIVES
	He consistently gets out of trouble and can get downfield in a hurry
	
	

	7.0
	ACC SHORT IN PKT
	Leads his receivers well
	
	

	6.5
	ACC LONG IN PKT
	Nice combination of zip and touch
	
	

	6.5
	ACC ON MOVE
	Very good body control which helps him reset and deliver accurately
	
	

	7.0
	BIG PLAYS
	Has a knack for making multiple huge plays seemingly every game he plays
	

	6.5
	UNDER PRESSURE
	Has mobility to avoid pressure and toughness to withstand
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.0
	LDRSHIP / POISE
	Seemed to struggle when his team got down and relied on him to dig them out
	SIZE
5.5
ATH.ABILITY
7.0       

STRENGTH
6.0
COMPETES
6.5
PLAY SPEED
6.5 

	6.0
	READ DEFENSES
	Sees blitz pre-snap and throws to vacated zones
	

	6.0
	BIG ERRORS
	Too many concentration lapses with ball security
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Nate has a live arm and can deliver with both excellent velocity and good touch to all areas of the field.  He does a great job of buying time with his feet, and although he is more than capable of picking up yardage in chunks with his feet, running is his last option.  Once he does take off he has the speed to accelerate away from slower defenders, and gets down to avoid big hits.  He is accurate in and out of the pocket and generally comes up big on conversion downs.
	Ball security is a major concern, as he has small hands and was careless with the ball at times while trying to do too much – in particular it cost his team the conference championship.  He will need to add weight to his thin frame, and prove he is capable of not only learning an NFL playbook, but stepping up to the level of play needed to function as a professional.

	SUMMARY

	Although playing at a small school, it did not take long for Nate to get recognized nationally once his team won its first 12 games of the season, and his play on the field certainly shows that he is worth the hype.  While is frame is somewhat slight, he has an excellent arm and demonstrates accuracy on all of his throws and at all different pitches.  He is also an excellent athlete who can scramble and be a running threat when necessary.  He seems to have a knack for coming up with big throws in key situations, and shows a nice touch on throws over zone coverage and downfield.  His intelligence has come into question, and this is most visible on the field with his concentration lapses with ball security.  Post season interviews will be crucial to his draft status, and if he can prove he is capable of learning the NFL game and elevating his play above the level he saw playing in the MAC, he has many of the tools you look for in a solid NFL starter.  He reminds me of a shorter Jason Campbell with his lighter frame and ability to keep plays alive and improvise, while at the same time maintain his accuracy.


