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	Ramage did not impress me as much as I expected. However, that was until I found out that he just turned 17 years of age. As of right now, I see him as about an average, stay at home defenseman. He has huge, Craig Ludwig size shin guards as well as good size hockey shorts to help obstruct shots. He loves the physical game and will not think twice about sacrificing his body for the better of the team; whether that be throwing hits or blocking shots. John is an adequate skater; at least in a set direction. Ramage is good with his stick in the defensive end, blocking and breaking up passes. In addition, while not much of a puck moving defensemen, he does seem confident with the puck in the defensive zone. Ramage can successfully make short to medium range outlet passes yet I am not too confident in his ability to dish out any "home run" feeds. He is not one to rush the puck up the ice. He appeared to skate with his head down while puck handling in the neutral zone. John's slap shot is very hard. He does play occasionally on the PP. During a game a few weeks ago, he had the game winning goal in OT with a slap shot just inside the blue line that went opposite side, top shelf. Whether this accuracy was skill or luck is the question. Fact of the matter was that it was hard and on net.
John's biggest weaknesses are his lateral movement and overall quickness. While his aggressive is a positive, he regularly attempts to push players off the puck. However, with his average to below average quickness/foot speed, I believe higher skilled and quicker players will be able to avoid him thus leaving John beat and out of position. Moreover, as intimidating as he looks, I didn't really see him throw any big hits nor overpower anyone with his strength. When he is able to make contact with the puck handler, trying to push them off the puck, he was never really that successful. John will need to strengthen up over the next couple years in order to be a more physical force and full fill his role as a solid, stay at home defensemen. Ramage seems put too much space between the opposing forwards and himself. While this didn't directly lead to any goals or major scoring chances, the forwards are given enough time to build up speed and possibly beat him to the outside. I also noted that John seems to stay in front of the net a little too much. On the penalty kill, instead of staying on his man down low, he stood right in front of the goalie, providing the opposition with a screen. Even worse, when the low shot came through he attempted to stop the puck with his stick and ultimately deflected it just enough to beat his goalie. Overall, John is a steady, reliable stay at home defensmen. In order to play at the next level, be the OHL or Collegiate, he will need to strengthen up to limit offending players with his physical presence. He does not have the skill to rely on his offensive abilities. Y-T-D Stats: GP:34 Goals:4 Assists:4 Pts:8 PIM:62 PlusMinus:5
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